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TRIADD Project

REPORT FOR OUR PARTNERS – DUBLIN 31st January – 1st February 2004.

The course started on 17 October and finished on 27 November 2003.

Subscribed participants were 67 in total: 56 on the first day, then 54 on the second day, 50 on the third and 49 on the last day (see attached graphics). The participants’ trend was apparently physiological, but the total absence of psychiatrists was totally unexpected. This is what comes out from the questionnaires written at the end of the training course (as showed by answers to closed and to open questions).

The training’s agenda, a well elaborated program, the material given to us, the relationship with the teachers: these are the aspects that meet the greater satisfaction of the participants. The disappointing remark can be resumed in one of our participants’ comment: “I expected to have the possibility of a productive confrontation with the Mental Health Department on Support, Counselling and Psychotherapeutic treatment. I expected to examine the material about the respective fields of intervention (who is the expert of what), I expected a further examination of mutual expectancies, I expected to open a dialectic confrontation aimed at sharing the minimal effective assumptions and not a frequent reconstruction of a scheme submitted to the extenuating talks and to the professional sensitivity of the single operator”.
Despite the formal engagement of the Mental Health Department’s and Health Company’s representative, we were unable to involve the psychiatrists’ participation in this initiative. They are, in fact, an important part too in the process of Support, Care and Rehabilitation of the patient with Double Diagnostic. 

The verbal explanation given to us, in other words an unofficial position, is that “this kind of patients represent an aspect which, scientifically is not included in the psychiatrists’ area of interest. 

At the moment we are engaged in the drafting of the final report which, together with the audio-files of the training meetings and the material, will be put on a CD Rom which will be distributed to all the participants of the course and to the institutional representatives.

Please remember that on the last day of our course we hosted the intervention of Mr. Paul Berry, who confronted himself with a part of the participant’s group. (Also remember that our course was organized in two editions: one in the morning and one in the afternoon, on the same day).

On my way back home from Dublin, I examined the partners’ evaluations and I thought to get in contact with the teachers of our course (Dr. Gianpaolo La Malfa and Dr. Marco Bertelli) to discuss together the development possibilities of our training on this specific subject. We remind that in 2004 we  included in our program a similar course in the Catalogue of  AUSL’s Trainings (City of Bologna), after signing agreements with teachers and with institutional representatives of AUSL and Minguzzi institution.

Moreover, we would like to set up a permanent professional updating project to involve the operators of social co-operatives running daytime centres for patients with Double Diagnostic.

The above mentioned development strategies are important specially in the following points:

· The subject, on the training plan, represents a very innovative step;

· So far no entity has afforded this subject and no training course has been proposed, specially in our territory (Province of Bologna);

· the participant’s interest and enthusiasm is undoubtedly an encouraging aspect;

· the teachers who exposed these specific subjects declared themselves ready to continue this experience.

Concerning the “weak point” I mentioned before (the absence of psychiatrists), it could be afforded with the help of institutional representatives, but also with personal contacts with those professionals (a few ones) who recognize the importance of a confrontation with other professional figures: for example the ones we contacted, in another phase of the project, to realize interviews and submit questionnaires.

As for the use of I.T. technologies (e-learning), if we consider the starting situation of our students (absent or obsolete equipments, scarce familiarity with PC and internet), we deem opportune to proceed with paper documents and creation of CD ROMs. We keep the possibility to consult the internal area of Minguzzi’s website. We kindly ask our partners to be up-to-date with the decisions taken on the project’s official website, so that we can keep the coherence with the TRIADD’s website.

Graphics about Attendance during the training days.
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